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On StandardNET:

PENSION LOSSES: David 
Crane, a financial services ex-
pert and lecturer at Stanford Uni-
versity, writes, in a Bloomberg 
column, that California politicians 
are misleading taxpayers on 
pension ‘losses’.

***
See this column and more at 

StandardNET’s  
National Commentary

Michael
Vaughan

Commentary

Top of Utah Voices

Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
mvaughan@Weber.edu

We support state Sen. Todd 
Weiler’s proposal that 
would allow judges to 
consider 

removing a parent’s cus-
tody rights to his or her 
child if that parent is a 
suspect in the murder of 
a spouse. The proposal 
puts an emphasis on pro-
tecting children during 
a situation in which one 
parent is suspected of the 
murder of another. The 
children are innocents in 
such a dire situation, and 
vulnerable.

The Woods Cross Re-
publican legislator’s bill 
comes as a result of the 
murder case in which 
John Brickman Wall is 
charged with the murder of his ex-
wife, Utah Von Schwedler, a Univer-
sity of Utah biologist. Prior to Wall’s 
arrest in April, Wall and Schwendler’s 
son, Pelle Wall, had tried to get young-
er siblings away from his father’s 
home.

Prior to Wall’s being arrested, 
Weiler had worked with the family 
on legislation to prevent similar oc-
currences. “To me, it’s ludicrous that 
right now we have children in this 

state that have to sleep with weap-
ons under their pillows. I believe our 
justice system is failing them,” Weiler 

said while at a May 
interim legislative 
meeting.

The legislation is 
similar to a legisla-
tive effort in Wash-
ington state, which 
surfaced after Josh 
Powell, husband of 
the missing Susan 
Powell, murdered his 
children and killed 
himself while in a 
custody dispute with 
Susan Powell’s par-
ents. Weiler legisla-
tion differs slightly 
with the Washington 
bill in that a judge 

makes the decision to remove the 
child from the parent. Chuck Cox, 
parent of Susan Powell, has endorsed 
Weiler’s proposal, adding that he and 
his wife, Judy, may travel to Utah to 
testify in support of Weiler’s proposal.

Again, the chief reason Weiler’s 
custody bill makes sense is because it 
protects a child from a parent who is 
suspected of killing his spouse. At that 
point, the judicial system determines 
future decisions in the case.

Weiler’s custody bill sensible
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In the poem “Choruses from the Rock” 
T.S. Eliot poses the following question.

When the Stranger says: “What is 
the meaning of this city?

Do you huddle close together because 
you love each other?”

What will you answer? “We all dwell 
together to make money from each other”? 
or “This is a community”?

In recent decades, cities 
have increasingly looked 
to colleges and universities 
to assist in the work of 
defining their nature. 
Frequently, the assistance 
sought involves making 
money and fostering 
economic development. 

North Carolina’s 
three major universities 
transformed the state’s 
economy from tobacco, 
textiles and timbers to a 
hub of finance and technology. Stanford and 
Berkeley were integral to the development 
of the Silicon Valley economy. Across the 
country, thousands of city leaders are 
looking to neighboring universities to 
create similar experiences.

In no way, do I intend to minimize the 
importance of this work. Indeed, Weber 
State University is rightfully proud 
of its efforts in the arena of economic 
development. The university and city 
currently have a number of meaningful 
economic development initiatives 
underway.

Yet, it is the work of building community 
that is equally important and, regrettably, 
sometimes neglected. Nonetheless, across 
the country a handful of universities 
have begun to intentionally approach the 
task of enhancing multiple facets of the 
communities in which they are located. 
Weber State University is one of these 
universities. 

To help to build community, Weber 
State’s Center for Community Engaged 
Learning follows a tripartite approach 
focused upon service, community-based 
research and civic engagement. A few 
examples will illustrate the center’s efforts 
in each of these areas.

With funding provided by the Alan 
E. and Jeanne N. Hall Endowment for 
Community Outreach, botany professor 
Barb Wachocki, and her students, created a 
community garden for Give Me A Chance, 
a non-profit organization serving Ogden-
area low income women to help them 
become self-sufficient. 

WSU students and faculty helped secure 
funding and necessary equipment, prepare 
the garden, and coach the 15 families 
growing crops in the garden.

In the area of research, WSU is 
currently working with the United Way of 
Northern Utah to conduct a community 
needs assessment in a 10-census tract 

of central Ogden 
with the intent of 
addressing issues of 
school dropouts, crime, 
homelessness, and 
poverty. Professor 
Brenda Kowalewski, 
along with professors 
Azenett Garza, Pepper 
Glass, Leah Murray, 
and Carla Trentelman 
are overseeing WSU 
students as they collect, 
compile and analyze 
data. The results will be 

used to support the United Way of Northern 
Utah’s planned application for Promise 
Neighborhood Implementation grant worth 
as much as $35 million.

As one example of WSU’s work in 
civic engagement, last February, more 
than 100 WSU students met with former 
Congressmen Charles Djou of Hawaii 
and Richard Stallings of Idaho, as part 
of a national program sponsored by 
the American Democracy Project. The 
students drew upon the congressmen’s 
experience to explored opportunities 
for public service in their communities 
and beyond, with the aim of producing 
graduates who are committed to being 
active, involved citizens.

The work WSU does with the community 
is both long-standing and reciprocal. 
Indeed, without the efforts of the 
community, Weber State University would 
not exist. In 1922, it was the community 
who fought to make Weber a full-fledged 
college. 

Three decades later, when Governor 
J. Bracken Lee sought to remove Weber 
College from the list of state-funded 
programs, it was community leaders who 
rose up in outrage and killed the idea. In 
1991, it was northern Utah community 
leaders that successfully spearheaded the 
effort to elevate the Weber State to the 
status of a university. 

Because of the cooperative efforts of 
WSU and numerous community partners, if 
a stranger should pose T.S. Eliot’s question 
to an Ogden resident, the resounding 
response should be, “This is a community.”

The meaning of a city

Editor,
After reading the June 9 

“Our View: Vote ‘no’ on library 
bond,” my thoughts turned 
to Isaac Asimov’s short story, 
“The Fun They Had.” 

If you’re not familiar, it’s a 
science fiction piece written 
about two children who find 
a real book in a day and age 
where all learning is done via 
computer.  The two children 
daydream about the past with 
its paper books and human 
teachers. Is that really where 
we’re headed? Are we, as the 
Standard-Examiner suggests, 
growing out of a “brick and 
mortar” world?

All futuristic predictions 
aside, I would like to remind 
the readers and residents 
of Weber County of all the 
programs our libraries offer 
that cannot be replaced by the 
almighty computer.

I am a resident of Ogden 
city and a mother of five. Over 
the past ten years, my children 
and I have participated in 
many of the programs at our 
local main branch library. 
Each of my children has 
benefited from the story-time 
program offered on a weekly 
basis. During this class the 
children are read to and have 
the opportunity to sing and 
dance. Stories and songs have 
many developmental benefits 

for children. They help fine-
tune their listening abilities, 
expose children to a larger 
vocabulary, help children 
focus and become better 
readers.

Along with hundreds of 
other families we also take 
advantage of the library’s 
summer reading programs, 
monthly family activities and 
other enriching classes, I feel 
very lucky to have this great 
resource where the children 
of my community can be 
involved in such educational 
and stimulating activities. 

Libraries aren’t just 
about books; they are about 
education and learning. 
Learning comes in many 
different forms, most 
effectively in face-to-face, 
teacher-to-student and 
librarian-to-child interactions. 
At a time when our public 
schools are losing their 
librarians, a crucial literacy 
tool for our children, I would 
hope that our public libraries 
will continue to offer the 
community vital programs 
and resources. 

I am optimistic that these 
brick and mortar buildings 
will not just become an air 
conditioned destination for 
texting teenagers.

Sarah Packham
Ogden

Libraries’ activities enrich families

Editor,
As a Standard-Examiner 

reader I have to concur with the 
opinions related to the recent 
bond and levy proposals that 
may plague us for generations 
to come. 

This relates to the political 
tactics of tax-happy politicians 
in this state and some of the 
relevant language used in the 
body of many taxation policies 
from the past, and presently 
being put forth.

With all this in mind, and 
given our legislator’s manic-like 
painting of a bright picture of 
our current fiscal status, I have 
to ask readers why they would 
vote pro for either proposal. 
Why are we not asking for 
more definitive language in the 
proposals; why don’t we throw 
other options around for the 
library dilemma, as there are a 
lot of vacant buildings. Why not 
renovate one or two to function 
as the branches needed until our 
county and state fiscal outlook is 
realistically brighter?

Last but not least on our 
priority list, shouldn’t be the 
education of our children. It 
should be the first. Since when 

do pools and new building 
projects take precedence over 
that?  When did splashing 
around in a pool become more 
important than many of the 
already decimated or whittled 
down educational programs and 
guidelines?  

Ogden district has one of 
the lowest federally required 
teaching guidelines in our 
nation. Is that something this 
district, county, or state for that 
matter, should hold their heads 
high about when touting new 
buildings, refurbished pools, 
parks, or untouchable rainy-day 
funds? 

Are we simply trying to 
bury our heads in the sand in 
the hope that things will get 
brighter by some miracle, 
versus tightening our belts 
and paying more attention to 
the fiscal policies of the few? 
Those few attempt to paint a 
Rembrandt versus a Picasso 
with the hope of lifting spirits, 
when they would do better 
rolling up their sleeves and 
getting down and dirty in the 
labor of restraint and reality.

Deborah Young
Ogden

Education should take priority over libraries

Editor,
I have enthusiastically 

cast my “yes” vote for 
the library bond and I am 
totally disappointed that the 
Standard’s editorial board 
is recommending a “no” 
vote (June 9, “Vote ‘no’ on 
library bond”).  

Libraries are no longer 
just for finding books 
and checking them out. 
They are also community 
gathering places for 
lectures, political debates, 
classes for adults and 
children, movies, live music 
and dance performances, to 
name a few of the activities. 

The Pleasant Valley 
Library is closest to my 
home, and what a gem this 
newest library has been for 
the area. 

I am happy to pay 
taxes to support the bond 
project to enable all Weber 
County citizens to be 
properly served by their 
neighborhood libraries.

Susan Farber
Ogden 

Neighborhood library 
a community ‘gem’ 

Editor,
I really enjoyed the egg 

drop article June 10, “Park 
series offers kids new 
perspective on science, how 
world works,” because my 
school did something like 
the egg drop for the Math 
and Science Olympiad. 

I appreciate the article 
and other articles about 
what happens at school.

When kids see articles 
about their schools in the 
paper, it helps them see 
that what they are doing 
in school is important, 
because the things that are 
printed in the newspaper 
must be important.

Joseph Holbrook
Harrisville

Kids like articles 
about their schools


